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It’s been a long winter for all of us, but thankfully a busy 
one to keep our minds off the weather and focus on 
business that sustains us.  As Sagebrush was yet another 
blooming success and much knowledge was provided, the 
weather was beautiful while there, though many had some 
issues in getting home and had to travel into or through 
various winter conditions.  

Our Convention Committee deserves a big round of 
applause for gathering so many experts so we could glean 
their knowledge. The Golden Nugget stood up to its 4-1/2 
star rating once again in its superb accommodations and 
service for our conference. An added fun feature this year 
was a slot tournament which gave our minds a break from 
absorbing all the knowledge and allowed even more 
opportunities to network with colleagues and business 
associates.  

We have entered into a contract with them for 2015, the 
same week of the year, February 8th through February 
13th. Those that wish to enjoy their special day with their 
favorite Valentine are able to do so with special 
convention rates for the weekend. I am pleased to 
announce that the Golden Nugget is so pleased with all of 



our participants that they granted us the same room rates 
for 2015 we enjoyed this year, as low as $45 for 
weekdays. 

Please note that Sagebrush was streamed live over ACB 
Radio and is now in the archives along with the 2013 
Sagebrush should you desire to review any of its 
incredible information and speakers. You can check them 
at www.acbradio.org under archives or on the RSVA 
website: www.rsva.biz under the conference and 
convention links.  

The ACB Affiliate Presidents’ Meeting and Legislative 
Conference were another success this year with RSVA 
being represented by several of your Board members as 
we continue our advocacy for our program and those of 
the entire blindness community. The Student affiliate again 
sponsored a Trivia Night to allow us to network and move 
our minds in different directions before we embarked on 
our mission of educating our legislators on the “Hill”. It is 
so exhilarating to hear so many white canes clanking and 
dog guide commands navigating their way around all of 
the streets and hallways on the “Hill”. 

RSVA was part of the ACB Midwest Leadership 
conference in St. Louis, Missouri, where many issues of 
concern to ACB Affiliates were discussed at length in an 
effort to move blindness issues forward for the benefit of 
all society. Fund development was just one of the many 
subjects discussed with many of the success stories 
shared that will undoubtedly open doors for many non- 
profits during these changing times. 



As you can see, it was an extremely busy winter for 
RSVA, but this did not hinder RSVA from staying with its 
mission of enhancing and improving the lives of the blind 
and visually impaired. With the assistance of Gary Goyke, 
a well known legislative liaison around the “Hill” and The 
Midwest, RSVA announced the creation of the Humphreys 
Randolph Sheppard Employment Institute during 
Sagebrush.  

Over the recent years it has become ever so apparent that 
our program has been on an accelerated pace of decline 
while we continue to debate the same old issues. Albert 
Einstein once defined insanity as “doing the same thing 
over and over again and expecting different results”.  

With the recent decline in Government budgets and no 
expansion of government in the foreseeable future, it has 
become apparent that even should we prevail in having 
vending and food service in every Federal and State 
facility, the pace of decline will only slow down 
momentarily, and would undoubtedly continue to erode us 
to a skeletal position. The Humphreys Randolph- 
Sheppard Employment Institute was created to not only 
enhance the lost income of current Blind Managers, but 
more importantly create entrepreneurial and employment 
opportunities for many blind and their families.  

I hope to see many of you at this summer's RSVA 
conference during the ACB conference and convention in 
Las Vegas! 


