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The Galt House Hotel in Louisville, KY was the location for the 2012 
ACB and RSVA annual convention. Many activities were offered for 
the participants so that they could enjoy the local attractions.   
 
On July 6, Kevin and I enjoyed the tour to the Talbott Tavern, the 
oldest western stagecoach stop in America, located in Bardstown, 
KY.  Abraham Lincoln, Daniel Boone, and King Louis Phillipe from 
France had stayed there. There are bullet holes in the place 
attributed to Jesse James. After our dinner, we saw the musical 
about Stephen Foster. It was performed at an outdoor theater in the 
woods, a great venue when the weather is comfortable. Since the 
day was well over 100 even with the play starting at 8 pm, it was still 
very warm. The performance was excellent, and we did enjoy 
listening to his music and the story of his life. 
  
On July 7th, we toured on the “My Old Kentucky Lunch Train, also in 
Bardstown. It was an 1880’s train traveling about twenty miles 
through woods and green foliage and small towns, while serving a 
great dinner. The train station where we caught the train had a gift 
shop and a large lobby where passengers could catch several trains 
to various venues.  
 
On July 8, Kevin and I participated in the ACB Walk/Run. It was 
already 90 degrees when we started walking at 7:00 a.m.. We 
completed our walk/run about 8:15 a.m. and watched the ceremony 
where the fastest walker and runner, the oldest and youngest 
participant, as well as the teams and individuals with the most 
contributions to ACB were given trophies. All awards were 
announced on Thursday, July 12th during the ACB session.  
 
Our Bazyn/Berkery team received a 4

th
 place trophy for the amount 

of contributions, nearly $1500. The teams raising more were The 
Alabama Council of the Blind, the North Dakota Association of the 
 



 
Blind, and the Tennessee Council of the Blind. We’d like to extend a 
special thanks to those RSVA members who contributed to this 
fundraiser. 
 
The RSVA conference and convention started with a well-attended 
Saturday evening RSVA hospitality for members only. Several 
members attended the American Council of the Blind Students’ 
luncheon on Sunday which RSVA sponsored. RSVA President, Dan 
Sippl welcomed the participants to the afternoon programming 
session and the roll call of affiliates was conducted.   
 
The topic “How customer service can help you grow your business” 
was presented by Dr. Ronald E. Milliman (Ron), from A3 Business 
Solutions from Bowling Green, KY. (Read a summary of his 
presentation in another article in this publication.  
 
For the next hour, the "IPhone How-to”: was presented by Michael 
McCarty from the American Printing House for the Blind in Louisville, 
KY. Mike shared a live tutorial on some of the unique features of the 
IPhone and IPad. Listening to the speech on both devices as he 
went through many features really gave participants a sense of how 
this technology could assist vendors. The audience plied him with 
many questions.  
 
We then had a panel on “What’s Happening in the Kentucky BEP?” 
The panel included Richard Nesbitt, the Kentucky BEP 
Administrator, and George Stokes, the Kentucky BEP Committee 
Chair. (Another article in this issue will give some info on this 
presentation.)  
 
A second RSVA hospitality was held on Sunday evening, and other 
ACB and Independent Visually Impaired Entrepreneurs members 
attended.  Of course, a good time was had by all attending this social 
event.   
 
On Monday, RSVA held its Annual Awards Luncheon, featuring the 
well-known humorous speaker Marcus Carey. Marc’s storytelling 
kept the audience laughing.  



 
Three RSVA awards were presented. (Another article in this 
publication will describe the awards and the recipients.)  
 
The Annual Business meeting followed the luncheon. The 
Constitutional amendments were passed as well as the RSVA 
resolution, and the elections, which will be highlighted in other 
articles were completed during the Annual Business meeting.  
 
RSVA’s Annual Auction was again a success.  Zack Snow, RSVA 
vendor from Georgia presided at the helm as auctioneer.  This was 
followed with our entertaining Karaoke Night. RSVA had offered free 
coupons to American Council of the Blind Students at their functions 
so they could attend the evening’s festivities.  Seven took advantage 
of them and we had more ACB participants than RSVA members - a 
great way to get to know others.     
 
The RSVA Affiliate Presidents and Board of Directors’ luncheon on 
Tuesday incorporated a speaker from Envision, who showed us 
some of their bar code readers and the extra functionality including 
scanning, currency bill reading, and other features.   
 
On Tuesday evening, RSVA’s Annual Casino Night was again highly 
successful and was lots of fun for those participating in Blackjack 
and Texas Hold-em with prizes awarded to the winners.   
 
Kevin and I also enjoyed the end of the week riverboat dinner trip 
down the river. We were able to listen to local history, have a nice 
buffet dinner, and sit on deck afterwards and relax after a busy week. 
 
We hope many of you can attend next year’s summer conference in 
Columbus, Ohio, and enjoy the networking and entertainment that 
everyone experienced this year, at both RSVA and ACB events.  
 


